
Farm Educator/Assistant Camp Director
Applications close February 15th, 2023 or when 
position fills  - we encourage you to apply early!
Hours: Full-time (35 - 40 hrs/week) 
Dates: May 1st - August 18th, 2023

• Start and end dates somewhat flexible.
Preference given to candidates able to
extend the position through Sept 30, 2023.

Compensation:
• $16-17/hour, depending on experience
• Room and Board at Calypso Farm for the duration

of the season (see last 2 pages for details)

Calypso Farm is committed to fostering equity and inclusivity in our work, and providing opportunities for all 
members of our community, especially those with backgrounds and identities that are currently underrepresented 
in our dominant food systems and community leadership roles. Applicants of Color and persons who identify 
as Black or Indigenous are particularly encouraged to apply. 

Position Overview
The Farm Educator and Assistant Camp Director is an education focused position at Calypso Farm. There are 
three primary responsibilities: 1) Being an instructor for Calypso’s youth summer camps. 2) Assisting with all 
aspects of running camp, including developing activities and schedules and mentoring other educators and 
youth volunteers. 3) Assisting with Farm-based Field Trips and other youth and family education programs. 
In all these duties this position works closely with Calypso’s Lead Educator/Camp Director.

About Calypso Farm & Ecology Center
Founded in 2000, Calypso Farm and Ecology Center is a non-profit, educational farm in Fairbanks, Alaska. We 
offer hands-on education programs for all ages and grow fresh food for the community. We encourage 
environmental awareness in both farming and natural ecosystems, and our farm is surrounded by beautiful 
boreal forest. Our education programs are all hands-on and based in principles of place-based learning.

About Calypso's Educational Philosophy
We believe in the power of immersive, hands-on, place-based learning. We know that people of all ages, 
including children, learn best when they are learning real skills and building real relationships with the land 
and community around them. Our programs focus on child-led learning and discovery and guiding 
participants through hands-on learning experiences on the Farm. Our programs incorporate elements of 
play-based learning, nature awareness, place-based science and ecology, and outdoor skills/farm skills.

What is Farm Camp?
Farm Camps are week long day camps held at Calypso Farm for youth ages 5-15. Teens aged 12-15 assist with 
the camps as Junior Counselors. Farm Camps offer children a farm immersion experience, exposing them to 
all aspects of farm life and boreal forest ecology through hands-on learning and exploration.
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Roles and Responsibilities
• Be a primary educator and instructor at all Farm Camp sessions
• Assist the Lead Educator/Camp Director with all aspects of running Farm Camps, including set-up and

clean-up, program development, planning activities, and teaching
• Assist with the training and supervision of Farm Educators and Junior Counselors and any other

education program volunteers
• Assist with Farm Field Trips and other summer youth education programs, as needed—including

scheduling and teaching
• Assist with the implementation of all Safety Policies for Camps and other education programs
• Assist with end of season evaluation for Farm Camps

Qualifications
• Outdoor and/or environmental education experience (at

least 1-2 seasons preferred).
• Experience with outdoor programs similar to Calypso and/or

skills relevant to Calypso programs. Relevant skills might
include, but are not limited to: farming/gardening,
knowledge of animal husbandry, fiber arts, nature
awareness, cooking, homesteading arts, or general ecology.

• Comfortable working with youth and children of all ages
• Good communication and organizational skills
• Belief in Calypso’s mission (see About Calypso Farm &

Ecology Center on first page)
• Knowledgeable about the ecology of the boreal forest or

excited to learn
• Gardening or farming experience is a bonus (not required)
• First Aid & CPR certified (training provided)
• Able to pass a Background Check to work with children
This position includes Room and Board at Calypso Farm for the duration of the season. Any applicants that
live locally and forego this option must have a reliable vehicle or other form of transportation for getting to
and from work each day. Calypso Farm is located 5 miles up the Old Nenana Highway in Ester, outside of
Fairbanks.

To Apply
Please send a copy of your resume, the contact information for 3 work related references, and a cover 
letter that addresses the following questions to Leila Pyle, Calypso’s Lead Educator, at 
leila@calypsofarm.org. We will then contact you about an interview!

1. Describe why you are interested in being the Farm Educator/Assistant Camp Director.
2. Describe any outdoor/environmental education experience that you have, or other experience working
with children.
3. Describe any farm, garden, or ecology related experience that you have (preferred but not required).
4. Briefly describe a garden-based lesson or activity appropriate for 7-10 year olds that you would be
excited to lead.
5. If you were a vegetable, what would you be and why?
6. How did you hear about the position?

Calypso Farm is committed to fostering a safe and healthy work environment for all its employees. Discrimination 
against ANY individual (staff, program participant, volunteer, general public, etc.) on the basis of sexual 
orientation, race, class, gender, disability, religion, political views or any aspect of a person that sets them apart is 
unacceptable. 
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Living at Calypso Farm & Ecology Center - What to Expect 

Calypso Farm and Ecology Center is an educational farm located in Fairbanks, Alaska. Fairbanks is the 
second largest community in Alaska, with the town itself around 30,000 people and whole area having a 
population of almost 100,000. Fairbanks is a fairly spread-out community geographically, and we are 
located about 10 miles outside of the town area proper in a community called Ester. Most amenities 
located in town (including grocery store, shops, hospital, etc.) are about a 15-30 minute drive from the 
farm.

Fairbanks itself is located in the "Interior" of Alaska. We're surrounded by beautiful rivers and rolling hills, 
with taller mountains to the north and south. The Alaska Range and Denali National Park are located 
about a 3 hour drive south of Fairbanks. Anchorage is a 6 hour drive away. Fairbanks is located at around 
65 degrees North so summers are light! We definitely experience the Alaskan Midnight Sun, with much of 
summer never getting truly dark at night (although we do get dusk).

Accommodations for summer staff living on the farm are rustic but cozy. Each person is assigned to their 
own personal sleeping cabin. Cabins range in size but are small - about 10ft x10ft or smaller- think 
basically a bedroom. Sleeping cabins are equipped with a single bed, basic bedding, and storage space 
for personal belongings. Seasonal staff living on site share a larger communal kitchen building which 
serves as a kitchen and hang out space. Sleeping cabins are not hooked up to electricity, but the kitchen 
is (enough to do things like charge a phone). There is no running water on the farm, but drinking and 
bathing water is delivered by truck and simply needs to be "hauled" to the kitchen for use. A sauna 
building is provided for bathing and the bathroom is an outhouse. While this may take some getting used 
to, many people find the accommodations suitable and if properly prepared, adjust quickly to the more 
rustic lifestyle.

Anyone living on the Farm needs to be prepared to walk on hills and uneven surfaces, and should be able 
to carry up to 40 pounds at a time to haul water jugs.

Please see the next page for a few more FAQs - and reach out to leila@calypsofarm.org with any 
questions!



Frequently Asked Questions about Farm Living

What is included in Room and Board?
Room and board includes your own sleeping cabin, and access to the shared seasonal staff kitchen and 
sauna. We supply basic dry kitchen staples like flour, pasta, beans, rice, sugar, and spices. As soon as 
veggies are being harvested, you have access to vegetables in the gardens. Sometimes farm eggs and 
goat milk may be available. You are responsible for supplementing your own food beyond these basics. If 
you don't have a car, grocery runs can be coordinated with other staff.

What are accommodations like?
Cabins are rustic! Think summer camp. It can be a little bit of an adjustment depending on what you are 
used to, but most people adapt fairly quickly. Sleeping cabins are basic and non-heated. The kitchen is 
heated with a wood stove and can get quite hot and cozy on rainy days. There is no running water on the 
farm, instead our drinking and washing water is delivered by truck and stored in large tanks. You'll have to 
haul water into your kitchen for cooking and washing in 5 gallon jugs. The bathroom is an outhouse.

What is laundry and bathing like with no running water?
There is a shared washing machine on site that you can use, and access to areas to hang-dry your clothes. 
The seasonal staff housing area is equipped with a wood-fired sauna for bathing. You can heat it up and 
take steam baths, or use the warm area to heat water and bathe. Some past staff have used things like a 
gravity shower to basically take showers in the sauna.

Is there access to internet as well as cell service?
There is limited access to farm internet for purposes of checking your email, etc. Wifi does not reach the 
kitchen or sleeping cabins. As for cell service, it can depend on what carrier you have as to how well you'll 
get signal here. AT& T works very reliably. Some people have been able to use cell signal quite reliably to 
even stream or download things via a hotspot.

Do I need to have a car while I'm there?
While you may find a car convenient, you don't need one. Staff with cars can coordinate with you for 
grocery runs and any in-town needs like doctor's appointments. However, living on the farm can feel 
pretty isolated from the rest of Fairbanks. Biking is possible but can be challenging - we're located about 5 
miles up a fairly steep hill from the "town" of Ester and the highway that leads to Fairbanks. But the farm is 
also a beautiful place to hang out in the summer. Some people love this and others don't - it's something 
we just ask potential staff to consider seriously.

How cold is it there?  What can I expect?
Summers are often warm and nice! Temperatures in the summer (early June-end of August) usually range 
from the 50s-80s, depending on the weather. Spring (late April through late May) and fall (September) can 
be pretty cold, depending on the year, with temperatures often ranging from 50s during the day to 40s or 
30s at night. It's not uncommon to still have snow on the ground through early May and get our first 
snowfall in late September. Should it be a cold spring when you arrive, we may be able to provide 
temporary housing in a different building that is heated (and you can then move to your personal cabin 
when it warms up).

Because the sleeping cabins are unheated, we recommend bringing a warm sleeping bag to supplement 
the basic bedding we provide. Most people find this essential to staying warm and cozy throughout the 
season. Alaska weather can be notoriously variable, so anyone living and working on the farm needs to be 
prepared for working outside in rain, sun, heat, and even snow.
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